Functional changes in potassium channels in aortas from rats with streptozotocin-induced diabetes.
The effects of K+ activators on aortas from control and diabetic rats were examined. The concentration-response curves for the relaxant effects of cromakalim were shifted to the right in diabetic rats. The relaxation responses of diabetic aortas to nicorandil did not differ from those of the controls. Treatment with oxyhemoglobin significantly reduced the relaxation responses to nicorandil in aortas from diabetic rats. It appears that the activity of aortic potassium channels is reduced in diabetic rats.